
 
August 28, 2020 
 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
Your health and safety are of prime concern to us.  Since reopening in June, our staff and parish volunteers 
have continued to work diligently to ensure that our practices are in compliance with the opening procedures issued by the 
Diocese of Joliet.  After careful evaluation and planning, we reintroduced solo cantors at our Masses in the Sacred Heart 
Chapel this past weekend.  We realize that the presence of a cantor can be confusing since their traditional role is to lead 
the congregation.  Please note that congregational singing is still not allowed at this time.  Only one instrumentalist 
and one cantor may be used at all liturgical celebrations.   
 
In a June communication from the Diocese of Joliet, it was stated that 
“If a cantor is used, they must maintain a twelve foot distance from anyone, and must replace their mask immediately at 
the conclusion of each song. The congregation should not sing at all.” 
 
In order to allow a solo cantor to sing at a safe distance from the cantor stand, piano, or organ, we made the following 
changes in the Sacred Heart Chapel: 

 The section of seats on the far east side (York St.) of the Chapel were reconfigured. 
 The piano was moved to the south side of the organ. 
 The cantor stand was moved to the southeast corner, near the doors to the new lobby. 

In order to avoid congregational singing, we have made the following adaptations: 

 At the beginning of Mass, the cantor will sing an Introit hymn, a musical setting of the proper introit text assigned 
to each liturgical celebration.  

 The Psalm will be proclaimed as a solo.  The congregation should not repeat the Psalm response. 
 The congregation will continue to recite the Gloria and Eucharistic acclamations, led by the presider. 
 The Presentation song will continue to be instrumental. 
 The Communion and Closing songs, sung by the cantor, will either be new or less well-known to our parish. 
 While most of the songs will come from our We Celebrate hymnal, the hymnals will not be distributed to the 

congregation.   

In addition to these measures, please note the air conditioners remain on throughout the week to keep the air flow steady. 
We continue to sanitize everything that is used in the Chapel and Church before and after each event.  
 
Unfortunately, we do not have enough space in the Church to have a cantor under the current guidelines.  Additionally, we 
are not able to have any choirs or ensembles in either location.  We will continue to play songs prerecorded by our 
solo musicians and virtual ensembles for certain celebrations in both the Church and Sacred Heart Chapel. 
 
We regret that this information was not previously communicated to you.  We apologize for any confusion that this may 
have caused to any of our parishioners.  Hopefully this explanation will serve to clarify your questions and concerns.  We 
look forward to the day when we can sing together again, but until then it is our hope that our solo cantors and 
instrumentalists will help enrich and deepen your prayer at Mass. 
 
If you have further questions or concerns about this or any of the other safety precautions, we are happy to address them. 
 
May God continue to bless you and keep you safe. 
 
Fr. Tom Paul, Pastor 
Lisa Grisolia, Director of Music 


